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Learning Outcomes
1. Become familiar with the history and philosophical foundations of qualitative
research in the social sciences
2. Become familiar with the various approaches to and methods of conducting
qualitative research—with a particular emphasis on interviewing approaches
3. Identify and describe an appropriate qualitative approach to answer a research
question

Readings
You are expected to have the readings completed before class each week. Failure to
complete the readings for a given week will result in a 1/3 grade reduction.

1 Credit Hour 2 Credit Hours | 3 Credit Hours
Week 1 Intro Intro Intro
Week 2 Kvale 1-2 Denzin & Lincoln | Denzin & Lincoln
(2005) (2000)
Week 3 Kvale 3-5 Ponterotto (2005) Morrow; Creswell,
etal.--TCP (35)2
Week 4 Kvale 6-8 Schwandt (2000) Ponterotto &
Grieger; Yeh &
Inman--TCP (35)3
Week 5 Kvale 9-11 Guba & Lincoln Hoyt & Bati
(2005) (2007)
Week 6 Kvale 12-14 Haverkamp (2005) | Christians (2005)
Week 7 Kvale 15-17 Method-Specific Method-Specific
Reading (you Reading (you
choose & present choose & present
to class) to class)

Assignments

1. Choose a particular qualitative method to explore. Present what you learn to the
class. This should include (a) an overview of the method, (b) an explication of
the assumptions inherent in the method, (c) an example of the method being used
in a particular study, and (d) a bibliography of relevant readings (approx 30
minutes for the presentation).

2. Write a draft method section. The method described should be appropriate for the
research question(s) in your study. Find a published study that uses a similar
method and pattern your draft after the published study (without plagiarizing).

3. Submit a reading check email before each class meeting. The email should
include 3 things.

a. a statement of what you read (e.g. | read Kvale chapters 1-3)
b. what you thought was the most important idea in the reading
C. aquestion you had from the reading



(Students taking the class for 1 or 2 credit hours may choose one of the above
assignments to complete. Students taking the class for 3 hours should complete both
assignments.)
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